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Remember that you are dust, and to dust you shall return.
Dear Friends in Christ,
Those are the words I say to you as I trace a cross of ashes above your
brow on Ash Wednesday. That marks the beginning of our journey together
this Lent; a journey toward the cross, as we turn our eyes, our hearts, and our
minds to the sacrifice Christ made to free us from the powers of sin and death. Throughout Lent,
each of us is called to reflect on the sin of our world, and on our own sin, that made so drastic a
sacrifice necessary. It is a time to look at our lives, and see the ways we’ve turned away from God.
It is a time to pray, to confess, to seek forgiveness, and to recognize our deep need for grace.
That sounds pretty grim, doesn’t it? Well, in truth, it is grim. Our need for God is essential and
profound. We are broken, as is our world. And alone, we cannot fix it.
It seems strange, then, that this season is called ‘Lent,’ a word that means ‘Spring.’ Spring is a time
of renewal. Heralded by the burgeoning blessings of nature, it is a time of new life, of growth,
eagerness and hope. This is no accident. While the ashes that start the season are meant to remind
us of God’s condemnation of sin (God said, “Dust you are and to dust you shall return” to Adam
after his disobedience), ashes also suggest cleansing and renewal (they were used in ancient times
in the absence of soap). On Ash Wednesday, ashes are a penitential substitute for water as a
reminder of our baptism.
What greater sign of hope, healing, and forgiveness is there than our baptism in Christ? For as
Christ is risen, in him we too shall rise! As we turn our hearts to Christ in repentance of sin, we
can be assured that Christ has given himself to us in great love. We need not fear baring our
souls before God. God will hold us in love, heal us, and make us whole. Lent is a time to rejoice
in God’s love. And to stand in awe of so great a love, given to us who do not deserve it; love so
great it conquers even death.
This Lent, I pray you take your repentance—your turning toward God—seriously, because then
you will learn the depth, the height, the limitlessness of the grace that awaits you in God.
Yours in Christ,
Pastor Diane

SPECIAL WORSHIP SERVICES
March 6th, 7:00pm– Ash Wednesday
Service of the Word with Imposition of Ashes.

Wednesdays In Lent
March 13th, 20th, 27th & April 3rd
6:15pm: Soup Supper
7:00pm: Holden Evening Prayer

Sunday, April 14th, 9:30am – Palm Sunday
Worship Service and Concert featuring
the choirs and musicians of Grace Lutheran
Church and Cross of Christ Lutheran Church.

April 18th, 6:30pm – Maundy Thursday
Agape Meal and Worship. Combined worship
and potluck dinner; please bring a dish to share.

April 19th, 7:00pm– Good Friday
Tenebrae Service. The Passion of Christ
told in word, song, silence, and darkness.

WEDNESDAYS IN LENT
Soup Supper and Holden Evening Prayer
Join us for a light supper of soup and bread
at 6:15pm in the Office Building.
Then we’ll head over to the sanctuary
at 7:00pm for Holden Evening Prayer,
a beautiful and meditative sung service—
wonderful to sing, or just listen.
Choir practice will follow worship. All singers welcome.

LENTILS FOR LENT!
(ALL BEANS WELCOME

)

Throughout Lent, we’re taking a special collection
of beans for the Food Bank. Please bring donations
of beans to church on Sundays in Lent.

What the Heaven is Our Mission?

THIS LENT, GRACE IS MAKING A STATEMENT:
OUR MISSION STATEMENT!
Join us for 3 special days of discernment.
Together we’ll eat, drink, talk, pray, learn, and discover
God’s special purpose for Grace Lutheran Church in our community.
Saturday, March 30th, 10 AM
FELLOWSHIP BREAKFAST & BIBLE TALK
Saturday, April 6th, 10 AM
WHY ARE WE HERE?
Saturday, April 13th, 10 AM
MAKING OUR STATEMENT
Everyone is asked to please read Paul’s letter to the Philippians before our
first meeting. If you don’t have a bible at home, please let the office know.

SUNDAY
WORSHIP
SERVICE
TIME CHANGE
Starting on
Easter Sunday, April 21st, 2019,
we will be worshipping at 10:00am.
COUNCIL HIGHLIGHTS - DECEMBER 2018
Vision & Mission: The team will be hosting a special series in Lent called ‘What the Heaven is Our
Mission?’ The congregation is encouraged to take part in the discernment of our mission statement.
There will be 3 meetings: Sat., Mar. 30th , 10AM (Fellowship Breakfast and Bible Talk); Sat., Apr. 6th,
10AM (‘Why Are We Here?’); Sat., Apr. 13th, 10AM (Making Our Statement).
Worship & Music: Planning has begun for special worship services throughout Lent. There will be
midweek Soup Supper & Holden Evening Prayer on Wednesdays in Lent. There will be a special
worship service/concert for Palm Sunday, featuring the choirs and musician from Grace and Cross of
Christ Lutheran Churches. It will be at Grace at 9:30am. At the recommendation of the Worship
Team, council voted to move our weekly Sunday worship time to 10AM, beginning Easter Sunday
this April.
SCCCC: Issues with the SCCCC’s lease with The River Church are ongoing. There have been meetings
of the churches to try to come to a reasonable agreement for both Grace and The River. We have
offered possibilities for a revised lease. We are waiting for a reply.
Sale of Church Properties: Council recommended that we decline the most recent offer to purchase
our church properties, and take the properties off the market. On Feb. 17th, the congregation voted
to decline the offer, and take the church off the market.
Property: With the decision to keep our buildings and stay on Coen St., we are beginning to address
some important property issues, including maintenance of the tree in the parking lot, and re-keying
the buildings for security. We are also beginning to study the possibilities of making our properties
handicapped accessible, as well as considering renovation/expansion of the office building.

ELECTION OF CHURCH OFFICERS
At this month’s council meeting, church officers were elected. Our
congratulations and thanks go to this year’s officers:
President: Carolyn Raming
Vice President: Carl Nehm
Treasurer: Allan Wood
Secretary: Deborah Diamante
Also on our 2019 Church Council are:
Jean Frennesson
Sharon Kosko
Charmaine Lawton
Deborah McMahon

Please hold our Council brothers and sisters in your prayers as they work to
lead our congregation in year ahead. Please support them with your
encouragement and participation as Grace lives out the mission to which
God calls us.

A Prayer for Church Leaders:
Gracious God, we pray that you protect, guide, inspire, empower, and
encourage our church leaders. Give them a deep trust in you, that they will
seek your will in their life and in the ministries of our congregation. Lead
them to seek your wisdom before their own, and your desires before their
own, working always for the health of the church and its sacred mission to
share the gospel of Jesus Christ. Lead them to pray, study, give, worship
and share in fellowship with their brothers and sisters in Christ, and lead
this community of faith by good and righteous example. Thank you, Lord,
for our leaders. In Jesus’ name we pray.
Amen.

Preparing for my Lenten Fast...Join me?
Bishop Jim Hazelwood

Lent starts in a few weeks…..What to do for Lent this year? I'm considering a fast - Not of food, but
Facebook, and Twitter and Instagram. That's my unholy trinity. Why? Candidly, I think it's eating away
at my brain and my soul. Yes, in the same way, an addict needs just a little bit more. I now find myself
strangely fixated and frustrated at the same time.

On the one hand, I want to go and see what you are all doing, how my grandkids are growing up and
what interesting, trivial or significant ministries are happening in and around our synod. On the other
hand, there's a lot of …well, nothing. Political drama and virtue casting, bad photos of indoor painting
projects and whiny complaints about clothes not fitting or airport security personnel misbehaving. Plus,
do you care that I was at St. John's by the Gas Station last Sunday, and that my sermon, bombed. (It
did, but it wasn't at St. John's, it was at St. Bartholomew's by the Donut shop)
Mostly, I'm wondering about what's happening to me. I find myself chasing the bird, the squirrel and bell
that Pavlov is ringing. My attention span is decreasing. My ability to focus on reading something of
substance or listening to a friend is in decline. Cal Newport authored a book called Deep Work. Yup,
you don't even need to read the book. You know just from the title that it's about the real need in our
current cultural context for us to focus. He argues that what we need now more than ever is the
capacity to pay attention and dive deep into our work. That work could be child rearing, parent
attending, or report writing. It could also be plumbing, surgery, and cooking…all three of these tasks
need focus to be done well. After all, no one wants a distracted surgeon operating on your (fill in the
blank). Newport's new book Digital Minimalism is just out, but I don't have time to read it, cause I'm
spending time coining a catchy twitter post.
So, I'm preparing for a Forty Day Fast. Ash Wednesday to Easter 2019 I'll be living without the Social
Media world that defines our age. I may miss the chatter about some upheaval in a church institution,
or controversy of a politician. You'll miss out on my quirky humor, photos of grandsons, and my political
outrage. I'm confident you'll survive. What will I learn? What will I miss? Hmmm, I'll let you know on the
other side.
P.S. To be clear. Yes, I'll still use the internet. Yes, I'll continue to correspond via email and text. It's just
Facebook, Twitter and Instagram. Starting March 6, Ash Wednesday through Easter April 21.
www.bishoponabike.com/stories
February 17, 2019

March 02 – Charlotte Freer
March 03 – Erika Roland
March 03 – Rochelle Glick
March 06 – Joe Paoletti

March 16 – MaryLou Sharon
March 18 – Andrew M. Dixon
March 21 – Janice Ackerman
March 21 – Harry Jancis

March 03 – Carol and Arnold Wallas
If you don’t see your birthday or anniversary,
please let the church office know, so we can add you to the list.

Winter Weather Advisory
We all know we don’t want to hear the dreaded word SNOW!!!

Sorry to say it is bound to happen at least once this winter.
Pastor Diane does not like to cancel worship services but the congregation’s safety is also very
important.
Please check the following for cancellations:
WTNH Channel 8, WFSB Channel 3, MYTV9

and our Facebook Page

MARCH WORSHIP HELPERS
March 3

March 10

March 17

March 24

March 31

GREETERS

Budge
Gabrielson

Terri & Peter
Meleschnig

Carol & Arnie
Wallas

Charlotte
Freer

Budge
Gabrielson

READERS

Budge
Gabrielson
Harry Jancis

Lisa DeBarba
Pete
Diamante

Deborah
McMahon
Diane Wood

Beryl
Montville
Karen
Reisinger

David
Frennesson
Robert
Frennesson
Allan Wood

Erik Kruger
Diane Wood

Jean
Frennesson
Katie
Gabrielson
Patrick
McMahon
Gerhard
Roland

USHERS

Ted Kosko
Arnie Wallas

Bob Burger
Carl Nehm

WORSHIP
ASSISTANT

Karen Reisinger

Shirley
Baillargeon

Deb
Diamante

Carolyn
Raming

ACOLYTE

Robert
Frennesson

Jessica
Baillargeon

ALTAR
GUILD

Sharon Kosko

Sharon Kosko

Abigail
Diamante
Deb
Diamante

Annaliese
Baillargeon
Deb
Diamante

Londyn Burger
Sharon
O’Donnell

FELLOWSHIP FOR MARCH
March 03 – Lisa DeBarba & Charmaine Lawton
March 10 – Sharon & Ted Kosko
March 17 – Diane & Allan Wood
March 24 – Katie Gabrielson & Gerhard Roland
March 31 – Carolyn Raming & Mary Schmelcke

We greatly appreciate the times when folks find their own replacements. Please let the
office know so we put the correct names in the bulletin insert.
If for some reason you cannot find a replacement, please email or call the office.
Thank you.

PRAYER
Please hold in prayer your brothers and sisters in Christ, especially:
Jacqueline Mezick, John Karlak, Rhonda, Mike,
Christina Hitchcock, the Bowman family, Lillian
Gregory, Michelle Flaherty, Chris Besan and
Mike Hines.

If you would like to add someone to the prayer list, please contact the church office.
Also, there is a prayer request sheet in the church entryway.
If you want us to continue praying for someone beyond the month, just let us know.

Remembering Friends & Family
Addresses are listed below for our members who are currently unable to attend services.
A card or note is always welcome.
Betsy Robb
500 Woodside Ave
Middlebury, 06762

Mildred Evenson
75 Trowbridge Place,
Naugatuck, 06770

Michael Roland
The Village at East Farms
180 Scott Rd, Room #154
Waterbury, 06705

Dorothy Fritz
Southbury Lutheran Home
990 Main St. N, Southbury, 06488

Allan Johnson
40 Lorann Dr
Naugatuck, 06770

Anita Peterson
Apple Rehab
35 Bunker Hill Rd
Watertown, 06795

Lindy Parson
366 Millville Ave
Naugatuck, 06770

Ruth Glick
357 May St
Naugatuck, CT 06770

Thank You For Caring!

Reminder: April newsletter articles and announcements must
be in no later than March 15th. Thank you!

March
Sunday

2019
Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

3

4

5

7

8:45am Choir Practice

6
OA 12pm

Calvary in
Sanctuary 6:308pm

Calvary in
Church Hall
7pm

Ash
Wednesday
7pm Service

AA 8pm

10

11

12

14

8:45am Choir Practice

Calvary in
Sanctuary 6:308pm

13
OA 12pm

Calvary in
Church Hall
7pm

17

18

19

8:45am Choir Practice

Calvary in
Sanctuary 6:308pm

Calvary in
Church Hall
7pm

24

25

26

8:45am Choir Practice

Calvary in
Sanctuary 6:308pm

Calvary in
Church Hall
7pm

9:30am Worship
Sunday School 10:45

9:30am Worship
Sunday School 10:45

9:30am Worship
Sunday School 10:45

9:30am Worship
Sunday School 10:45

31
8:45am Choir Practice
9:30am Worship
Sunday School 10:45

6:15pm Soup
Supper
7:00pm Holden
Evening Prayer
Choir Practice
to Follow
20
OA 12pm
6:15pm Soup
Supper
7:00pm Holden
Evening Prayer
Choir Practice
to Follow
27
OA 12pm
6:15pm Soup
Supper
7:00pm Holden
Evening Prayer
Choir Practice
to Follow

Friday

Saturday

1

2
OA 11am

8

OA 11am

15

AA 8pm

21

AA 8pm

16
OA 11am

22

AA 8pm

28

9

23
OA 11am

29

30
OA 11am

Grace Lutheran Church
170 Coen Street
Naugatuck, CT 06770

Staff:
Rev. Diane E. Rainson, Pastor
Dina Buonocore, Administrative Assistant
Andrew M. Dixon, Music Minister
Phone: 203-723-3402
Email: gracenaugatuck@yahoo.com

