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Dear Friends in Christ,
This Advent season, I’ve been reading a wonderful, grace-filled
book called The Coming of God by Maria Boulding, a Benedictine
nun from Stanbrook Abbey in England. And I wanted to share some
excerpts of a particularly poignant passage with you.
If you want God, and long for union with him, yet sometimes wonder what that
means or whether it can mean anything at all, you are already walking with the
God who comes. If you are at times so weary and involved with the struggle of
living that you have no strength even to want him, yet are still dissatisfied that
you don’t, you are already keeping Advent in your life (Boulding, p. 12).
A winter chill creeps in. And even the heated frenzy of the holiday season—shopping,
cooking, decorating, traveling, baking, buying—can still leave us cold. I know I’m often
irritated by the imposed merriment of holiday jingles. And I find myself staring blankly at
those supposedly heart-string-stirring Christmas commercials trying to sell me 30-seconds of
spiritual warmth, and maybe a Chia Pet as well. For some, the festive season can be a lonely,
empty time. So many of us long for deeper connection, for greater meaning in our lives. But be
encouraged, my friends, because that ache is among God’s greatest gifts to you; a gift he
placed in your heart for safekeeping, even before you were born. In great love God created
each of us, and time and again God calls us to come home—to sit beside the fire of his
compassion, and to gather together at the joyous feast of salvation. If you are feeling a spiritual
dissatisfaction, you are already keeping Advent—you are waiting for God.
If you have ever had an obscure intuition that the truth of things is somehow
better, greater, more wonderful than you deserve or desire, that the touch of God
in your life stills you by its gentleness, that there is mercy beyond anything you
could ever expect, you are already drawn into the central mystery of salvation.
(Boulding, p. 12).

I am struck with a deep sense of awe to know that each of us is indeed already a part of
something so much bigger than ourselves and the passing comforts of this world. God’s grace
truly is amazing! I invite you, throughout the Advent and Christmas seasons, to experience
that same awe, to claim your place in the central mystery of salvation. I encourage you to be
intentional in remembering just what we are really seeking and celebrating—the eternal love of
God in Jesus Christ our Savior and Lord. Make Christ a part of everything you do in his
name… everything you do in the name of Christmas! And when the ache for God grasps your
heart this season, return to these faith-filled words from Sister Boulding:
Your hope is not a mocking dream; God creates in human hearts a huge desire
and a sense of need, because he wants to fill them with the gift of himself.
(Boulding, p. 12).

May your heart be filled this Christmas with the gift of Jesus Christ.
Pastor Diane

ADVENT & CHRISTMAS
Special Events

Church Decorating: Sunday, December 9th
After worship, we’ll put up the tree and decorate the sanctuary.

Christmas Caroling: Sunday, December 16th, 2:00pm
Meet at church, and we’ll head out together to spread some cheer!

Christmas Eve Worship:
Monday, December 24th, 7:00pm
Celebration of the Nativity of Our Lord with special music
and candle lighting.

Christmas Morning Worship:
Tuesday, December 25th, 10:00am
Service of Lessons and Carols to celebrate the birth of Jesus.

Special New Year’s Worship:
Sunday, December 30th,9:30am
Special worship to celebrate the new year, and to prepare
our hearts and minds for a new year of life in Christ.

SALEM COMMUNITY CHILD CARE CENTER
A MINISTRY OF GRACE LUTHERAN CHURCH

We’re excited to share that there are now 31 families registered, with 21 Before and After
School children and 10 PreSchool children. We’re able to provide some awesome experiences
for the students, like weekly Yoga for PreSchoolers with Ms. Stassio, biweekly music with Ms.
Sandi and weekly trips to the Library for story time and activities. On a recent field trip to a
farm in Cheshire, the kids enjoyed doughnut making and eating, harvesting carrots and
pumpkins. School-age children participate in clubs, craft projects, cooking, or do their
homework as needed. On the Veterans Day holiday there was a trip to the movies to see the
new Grinch movie.
We’re happy to say that reimbursements to Grace Lutheran for rent and insurance are up to
date. And we’re working on development with the staff, such as driver training class so more of
our teachers can drive the school vans.
Our director, Vera, has been working with the United Way to provide SCCCC families with a
variety of supports. Every preschooler received a new winter coat as well as 9 additional
children in the school age program. Complete Thanksgiving baskets were provided for 2
families through the United Way. Additionally, 2 families were selected for the ELF project,
which provides Christmas gifts (toys, clothing, gift cards) for the entire family courtesy of a local
business that sponsors them. Vera also makes families aware of the Food Bank (Tues. and Fri.)
and a monthly food truck sponsored by Trader Joe and Whole Foods at the Naugatuck Event
Center.
The SCCCC website is up and running with updated applications, parent handbook, staff,
photos, and Care4Kids forms. The address is salemchilcare.net.
As Grace Lutheran Church has sold the Coen Street properties and is now in the beginning
stages of planning for the future, various options for SCCCC are being considered: buying,
building, renting. The possibility of accommodating SCCC in a new location needs to be
considered as part of exploring options. Rental of the current facility from The River Church is a
temporary lease arrangement.

Special Advent Outreach!
Seminary education is hugely expensive.
In previous generations, congregations and
denominational support provided for the
education of ministers. That is no longer true.
Our spiritual leaders are taking on enormous
debt in order to live out God’s call to public
ministry; debt they are still paying 5, 10, 15
years after ordination. Being saddled with such
debt is especially harmful to our most recently
ordained leaders, low on the pay scale, who
must make great sacrifices in their personal
and family lives. Many individuals who feel
called to ministry do not follow that call to
seminary, for fear of student debt. Fewer are
seeking ordination than ever before.
In an October 2018 formal confidential canvassing of rostered leaders of the New England
Synod the following was revealed among the 43 respondants:
• Total debt among all responding ministers, combined, is $1,719,549.96
• The average per person debt is $39,989.53
• The lowest outstanding balance among the ministers is $512.88
• The highest outstanding balance among the ministers is $126,737.00
This is unacceptable, and the New England Synod is tackling the problem in a number of
different ways, including a new initiative called:

JUBILEE 2020
The Jubilee 2020 initiative is looking to raise $1.7 million dollars
to help alleviate the debt of our rostered leaders,
freeing them to live fully and serve fully.
The NE Synod will match donations from individuals and congregations,
up to $100,000. Please prayerfully consider a generous gift!

This is a cause close to our hearts at Grace, so we’re making
it this year’s Special Advent Outreach. Throughout Advent,
we’ll be taking a special collection for Jubilee 2020.

DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS
December 2 – Kelli Grzeika
December 3 – Carol Wallas
December 6 – Sharon O’Donnell
December 23 – Diane Wood
If you don’t see your birthday or anniversary,
please let the church office know, so we can add you to the list.

COUNCIL HIGHLIGHTS - NOVEMBER 2018
Sale of Properties: Our executive team is working with our lawyer, Charlene Pederson, to complete
the sale agreement with the purchasers, and expect a closing date to be settled upon shortly.
Vision & Mission: The team presented some of the results of our relationship-building exercise, to go
out and meet with members of the community and congregation for 1-on-1 conversations. We’ve
been meeting with pastors and community leaders, learning more about our community. More
conversations are happening. Members of the Forward Leadership team attended another learning
workshop. This one was held in RI, and focused on the ‘Why?’ of our ministries. Learning will be
shared with council and congregation soon.
Learning Team: Our 6-week special Bible Study on the Psalms will conclude in December. The sung
prayers in the book of Psalms provided a great foundation for wonderful discussions about our faith.
Worship Team: October and November were full of special worship opportunities. That will continue
in December with special Advent and Christmas worship and events. Please see schedule in the
newsletter for all the details.
Finance: The 2019 Draft Budget passed with minor revision at our November Annual Congregation
Budget meeting. Many thanks to Treasurer Allan Wood for all his hard work putting the budget
together.
SCCCC: The daycare is filling up with new students, and the upgrading of office operations continues.
There is a new website for SCCCC which is up to date and user-friendly. There are ongoing
negotiations with the new owners of 14 Salem St. concerning garbage removal, storage, and snow
removal. Reimbursements to Grace are almost entirely up to date.

DECEMBER WORSHIP HELPERS
September
2

September
9

September
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September
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September
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GREETERS

Charlotte Freer

Budge
Gabrielson

Terri & Peter
Meleschnig

Carol & Arnie
Wallas

Charlotte
Freer

READERS

David
Frennesson
Lauren Burger

Jen Amodeo
Deborah
McMahon

Sharon Kosko
Carolyn
Raming

Katie
Gabrielson
Allan Wood

USHERS

Beryl Montville
Karen Reisinger

Ted Kosko
Arnie Wallas

Bob Burger
Carl Nehm

WORSHIP
ASSISTANT

Lisa DeBarba

Ernst Reisinger

Londyn
Burger
Deb
Diamante

Abigail
Diamante
Deb
Diamante

ACOLYTE
ALTAR
GUILD

David
Frennesson
Robert
Frennesson

David
Frennesson
Robert
Frennesson
Charmaine
Lawton
Gabriel
Diamante

Pete
Diamante
Mary
Schmelcke
Gabriel
Diamante
Peter
Diamante
Karen
Reisinger
Annaliese
Baillargeon

Diane Wood

Sharon Kosko

Sharon Kosko

FELLOWSHIP FOR DECEMBER
December 2 – Diane & Allan Wood
December 9 – Sharon & Ted Kosko
December 16 – Margaret Bender & Karen Reisinger
December 23 – Deb & Pete Diamante
December 30 – Katie Gabrielson & Gerhard Roland

We greatly appreciate the times when folks find their own replacements.
Please let the office know so we put the correct names in the bulletin insert.
If for some reason you cannot find a replacement, please email or call the
office. Thank you.

PRAYER LIST
Liesel Voosen, Michael Roland, Nora Sue Duque,
Lisa Duke, Ned Squire, Irene Zabransky, Trevor
Dyer, Ed Mulligan, April Fazekus, Deborah Dadali,
Jerrod Peterson, Joshua Peterson, Bill Hass, Paul
Eichner, Patrick Harrington, Merton Brown.
Carmen Delessio, and Jim Fenton.

If you would like to add someone to the prayer list, please contact the church office.
Also, there is a prayer request sheet in the church entryway.
If you want us to continue praying for someone beyond the month, just let us know.

Remembering Friends & Family
Addresses are listed below for our members who are currently unable to attend services.
A card or note is always welcome.
Betsy Robb
500 Woodside Ave
Middlebury, 06762

Mildred Evenson
75 Trowbridge Place
Naugatuck, 06770

Michael Roland
The Village at East Farms
180 Scott Rd, Room #154
Waterbury, 06705

Dorothy Fritz
Southbury Lutheran Home
990 Main St. N
Southbury, 06488

Allan Johnson
40 Lorann Dr
Naugatuck, 06770

Anita Peterson
Apple Rehab
35 Bunker Hill Rd
Watertown, 06795

Lindy Parson
366 Millville Ave
Naugatuck, 06770

Thank You For Caring!
Reminder: October newsletter articles and announcements
must be in no later than January 15th. Thank you!

DECMBER 2018 CALENDAR
SUN

MON

TUES

WED

THURS

FRI

SAT
1
OA 11pm

2

3

4

5

6
OA 12pm

8:45am Choir Practice
9:30am Worship

Calvary
6:30pm–
8pm

Choir Practice
7pm

7

8

Bible Study
7PM

OA 11pm

AA 8pm

AA 7:30pm
9

10
8:45am Choir Practice
9:30am Worship

11

12
OA 12pm

Calvary
6:30pm–
8pm

9:30am Worship

18

19

9:30am Worship

8:45am Choir Practice

21

22

AA 8pm

OA 11pm

Choir Practice
7pm

Christmas
Eve
Worship
7pm

25
Christmas
Morning
Worship
10pm

26

27
OA 12pm

Choir Practice
7pm
AA 7:30pm

30

OA 11pm

AA 7:30pm
24

8:45am Choir Practice

20
OA 12pm

Calvary
6:30pm–
8pm

Christmas Caroling 2pm
23

15

AA 7:30pm

17

8:45am Choir Practice

14
AA 8pm

Choir Practice
7pm

Tree Decorating after
Worship
16

13

31

Calvary
Special New Year’s Eve 6:30pm–
8pm
Worship 9:30am

28
AA 8pm

29
OA 11 pm
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Naugatuck, CT 06770

Staff:
Rev. Diane E. Rainson, Pastor
Dina Buonocore, Administrative Assistant
David Doolittle, Music Minister
Phone: 203-723-3402
Email: gracenaugatuck@yahoo.com

